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HIS FATHER, AQJUNA COULD N O T HELP LOWING HIM  MORE THAN HIS OTHER.

R U T  A L A S ! M IS F O R T U N E  SO O IV  B E FE L L  T H E  P A N D A V A S  W IT H  T H E IR  
C O U S IN S , T H E  KAURAVAS ,  P L O T T IN G  A G A IN S T  T H E M .



TH E  KAURAVAS C A R R IED  O U T  TH E IR  W ICKED  P L O T .

T H E  PANDAVAS S E T  O U T  F O P  T H E  F O R E S TS  W IT H  T H E  SORPOIA/FUL 
C IT IZ E N S  W H O  H A D  G ATH ER ED  TO  B ID  T H E M  FA R EW ELL , IN  A TTE N D A N C E .



ABHIMANVU (A/AS A MERE CHILD WHEN THESE EVENTS TOOK PLACE. BUT 
HE WAS WELL LOOKED AFTER fiV HIS MOTHER.

H E  GREW  U P TO  B E  A  V A L IA N T  V O U TH  
A N D  KRISHNA'S FAVO U R ITE NEPHEW ..

I SH ALL FIGHT 
T H E  KAURAVAS 
AND W IN  BACK 
OUR KINGDOM

H E  W AS LOVED AND AD M IRED  
5V A LL W HO K N E W  HIM .



M EANW HILE TH IR TEEN  WEARS HAD  
PASSED, TH E  PANDAVAS W ERE A T  
TH E  COURX'OF KIN G  VIRATA, IN  D IS ­
G UISE A N D  IN  TH E L A S T WEAR O F  

TH E IR  E X IL E .

W HILE THEREyARdUNA HELPED  
V/RATA'S SON U TTA R A  TO  TRIUMPH  
OVER A  KAURAVA A TTA C K .



MU D H IS H T H IR A , 7XPO, G/H/f H IS  A S S E N T  A N D  W O& D  W AS S E N T  T O  
KRISHNA T O  B R IN G  SU B H AD R A A N D  ABHIM AN'SU A N D  TH E IR  K IN S M E N  T O

VIRATA'S KINGDOM.



TH E W EDDING O F ABHtMANUU AN D  UTTAR A W AS SOLEM NISED AM ID ST GREAT 
FEASTING AN D  REJO ICING . I T  W AS A TTEN D E D  5V A H O S T O F  FRIENDLW  

KIN GS O F  N EIG H B O U R IN G  KIN GD O M S.

A F T E R  TH E W EDDING T H E  PANPAVAS H ELD  A C O U N C IL .



A N D  IT  W AS W AR B E TW E E N  T H E  PANDAVAS A N D  TH E  KAURAVAS -  T H E  
TERRIBLE W AR O F  TH E MAHABHARATA -IN  W H IC H  PRACTICALLY A LL  TH E  
KINGS O F TH O S E TIM ES FO U G H T , AS A LLIE S , O N  O N E SIDE O R T H E  O TH ER .

ABH/MAA/WU W H E N  H E  H EA R D  TH IS  CHARGED U P O N  B H E E S H M A .



S O O N  O TH E R  W ARRIORS C A M E T O  R ELIEV E H IM  A N D  BHEESHM A T U R N E D  
H IS  A T T E N T IO N  T O  T H E M . B U T  T H E  F IR S T  D AU W AS A B A D  O/VE FO R TH E

P A N D A V A S . T H A T  N IG H T  -

O N  T H E  S E C O N D  DAW* T H E  KAURAVAS IN TO X IC A T E D  BW TH E IR  EA R LU  
V IC TO R S , W E R E  OVER C O N F ID E N T  A N D  C A R ELE S S . T IL L  -

AN£? ™ e  PANDAVAS W O N  T H E  DAW .

SO T H E  B A T T L E  W E N T  O N , S O M ETIM ES  FAVO U R IN G  T H E  PANDAVAS , SOM E 
TIM E S  T H E  K A U R A V A S .



t i l l  A T  L A S T  O N  T H E  T E N T H  PAW B H EESH M A F E L L, A T  T H E  HAN D S O F  
A R dU N A  S H IE L D E D  BW S H IhH A N D l.

D RONA W AS M A D E C O M M AN D ER  
O F  T H E  KAURAVA ARM IES.

W ITH  
V O U  A S 

LEADER 
W E  CAN EASI­
LY/ D E F E A T  

JW VUDHISHTHlRA 
A N D  MIS 

M IGHTV 
A L L IE S .

A

D R O N A  TR IE D  B U T  F A ILE D . T H A T  E V E N IN G  T H E  KAURAVAS H E L D  A SPECIAL 
C O N F E R E N C E .

W E  C A N  NEVER 
\KE VUPHISHTHIRA 

L O N G  A S  A R U U N A



T H E  PLOW  W A S  S U C C E S S FU L. A R dU N A  W AS D RAW N AWAW , A N D  D RO N A  
A T T A C K E D . T H E  A T T A C K  W AS SO FIE R C E  T H A T  T H E  PAN PAVAS W IT H

A R d U N A  A W  A H , W E R E  LO S IN G  G R O U N D .



A T  L A S T  W UD H ISH TH IR A APPR O ACH ED  A B H IM A N W U , PLACING TH E  BURDEN
O N  H IS  H O U N G  S H O U LD E R S .



booocs's

. . .  I D O  N O T  KNCW 
, H O W  T O  COM E O U T  O F IT ,  
| IF I A M  OVERPOW ERED 

A N D  IN DANGER.

BREAK TH E  
FORMATION 
A N D  MAKE 

W AV FOR u g  
T O  E N TE R . W E  
W IL L  FO LLO W  
C LO S E  UPON 
VOUR  HEELS 

<AND P R O TE C T  
V O U .



A& H IM AtW U COM M AN DED  H/S CHARIOTEER.



THEW  REACHED  DRONA’S ARRAW W IT H  T H E  PAN DAVAS A N D  TH E IR  
A L L IE S  FO LLO W IN G  C LO SE B EH IN D .



TH E  HEROES FO U G H T O N  A N D  TH E  TR O O PS SLAUGHTERED ONE AN O THER.

W HILE TH E  TERRIFYIN G  B A T T L E  RAGED, ABH/M ANYU, BREAKING TH E  
CIRCULAR ARRAY, E N TE R E D  I T  UN D ER  TH E  VERY N O SE O F  DRONA .

B U T  ALAS FOR H IM , BEFORE TH E  PANDAVAS A N D  TH EIR  W ARRIORS C O U LD  
FO LLO W  H IM , TH E  BREACH W AS E F F IC IE N T L Y  A N D  

E F F E C T IV E L Y  C LO S ED  B Y  JA YA D R A TH A .



B U T HE FO U G H T 6RAVELW A N D  FELLED  TH E  KAURAVA WARRIORS, 
COVERING TH E EARTH W ITH  THEIR M U TILATED  BODIES.

TH E KAURAVA TROOPS TERRIFIED BW THIS ONSLAUGHT, TRIED TO F LE E  ON  
CHARIOTS AND ELEPHANTS FORSAKING THEIR WOUNDED KINSMEN AND

W H EN  DURHODHANA SAW  H/S ARM 1/  BEING TH U S RO UTED  B Y  ABH/MAN- 
VC/, H E WAS FURIOUS AN D  QUSHED TOWARDS H/M.



A  G R EA T N UM BER O F  W ARRIORS IM M ED IA TELY (A /E N T TO  PURW O PHAN A'S
O c c t - ' l  H Z  ___  _________

B U T  A & H IM A N W U  W AS E N R A G E P  W H EN  H E  F O U N P  HIS PR12E TA R G E T
b e in g  s n a t c h e p  a w  aw . r ~~~



H E  V E N T E D  H IS A N G ER  O N  T H E  W ARRIORS W HO  H A D  PQCSTFCTFO
d u q y o d h a n a  .

FO R G E TTIN G  TH E  C O D E O F  W AR C O N D U C T , AWVUM&ER O F WARRIORS 
L E D  B Y  DRONA, JO IN T L Y  A TTA C K E D  YO U N G  AB H IM AN YU . *

I T  S EE M ED  IM PO SSIBLE TO  CON TRO L TH EIR  A D V A N C ES . B U T  A  SHOW ER  
O F  A R R O W S  FROM  A B H IM A N YU 'S  BOW  H E LD  TH E M .



O N E O F  T H E  W AR R IO R S , A S M A K A  , R U SH ED  H IS C H A R IO T  A T  G R E A T  
S P E E D  TO W A R D S  A B H IM A /V V U .

a b h im a n v u ’s  ARROW  K ILLED  H IM . KARA/A T H E N  M A D E  A  DASH TOW ARDS  
A B H /M A /W U .



A B H IM A M -fU  T H E N  W O U N D E D  SH AO /A SO BADLW  T H A T  
TH E  G R EA T W ARRIOR C O U LD  N O T  EVEN  M O V E  FROM  HIS S E A T.

SHALVA'S B R O TH ER  R USHED  FORW ARD.
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O/VE S IN G LE  A R R O W  FROM  
A B H IM A N V U 'S  B O W ...

.B R O K E H IS C H A R IO T TO  P IEC ES .



SO  G R E A T  W A S  T H E  SK ILL P /S  PL AW ED 6W  A6H /M AN W U T H A T  E V E N  DPONA 
W H O  L E P  T H E  A T T A C K  , A D M /P EP  H IM .

D UR W O D H AN A, W H O  O VER H EAR D  TH IS  R E M A R K , B E C A M E

T H E  C H A R /O TS  O F  A  B H /M A N W U  A N D  D U H S H A S A N A  
M A D E  W O A/D ER FU L M O V E M E N TS  A G A IN S T  E A C H  O T H E R .



VERW S O O N , CXJHSHASANA F E L L  S E N S E LE S S  IN  H IS C H A R IO T, S TR U C K  
e u  O N E  O F  ASH IM AN W U'S ARROW S.

D U H S H A S A N A 'S  C H A R IO TE E R  R U S H E D  AW AW  FRO M  T H E  B A T T L E  S C E N E
T O  S A V E  H IS  M A S T E R .

/'r ' W AS N O W  K A R N A 'S  T U R N . H E  S E N T  A  SHOW ER O F  A R R O W S .



A6H/MANWU INTERCEPTED THEM a l l .

u j *
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A N D  S E N T A FR ESH SHOWER O F  
ARROWS fN TH E DIRECTION OF 

KARNA.



KAR N A , PRO N A ANP> M ANW  O TH ER  RETREATING WARRIORS, NO W  CAM E 
BACK TO  S U P P O R T LAKSHM ANA IN  HIS F IG H T.

S EEIN G  T H E  D EA D  B O D V -O F H/S VO UN G SON , DUR'SODHANA W AS FURIOUS,



A T  TH/S C O M M A N D  O F  D U& -/Q D H AN A, D R O N A , KARNA A/VD T H E  O TH ER  
WARRIORS /a/ TH E  KAURAVA ARM'S M O U N T E D  A FRESH A TTA C K  ONABHtM ANW U.



N O W  H E  JU M P E D  T O  T H E  G ROUN D  A N D .



SOON A N  ARROW  FROM  DRONA 
&ROKE H IS  S W O R D ...

... AN D  A N  ARROW  FROM KARNA 
H IS  S H IE LD .

...W H IR LED  HIS SWORD A N D  S H IELD . ALON E IN  TH E FIELD , 
H E H E L D  HIS GROUND A G A /N S T  M AN'V W ARRIORS.



THUS ABHIMANWU IA/AS TOTALU-/ DISABLED. B U T UNDAUNTED . HE PICKED 
UP TH E  WHEEL O F H IS  C HARIO T...

. . .A N D  BEGAN WHIRLING IT  A G A IN S T HIS UNFAIR AN D  U N JU S T  ENEMIES. 
B U T H E IA/AS C O M P LE TED  ENCIRCLED.



ARROW S FRO M  M AN'S B O W S C A M S  W H IZ Z IN G  FR O M  ALL D IR E C TIO N S .

A N D  S O O N  T H E  W H E E L  LAW  B R O K EN  TO  P IE C E S .

A B H IM A A /V U  T H E N  PICKED  U P  A  M A C E  T H A T  W AS LW/NG O N  T H E  F IE L D .



PUHSHAS A N A ’S S O N  CLOSED IN .

W H ILE  FIG H TIN G  
B O TH  F E L L  T O  T H E  G R O U N D .

6 U T  DUHSHA SANA ’S SON WAS 
TH E  F IR S T TO  G E T U P .



A N D  B EFO R E ABH IM A N VU  CO U LD  R IS E , H E  BROUGH T TH E  M ACE
DO W N ON HIS SKULL.

W HEN TH E  M /G H TV  HERO F E L L , LIK E  SAVAGES T H E  KAUQAVA

N O T  O N E OF T H E M , HOW EVER, O U TL IV E D  TH E  W AR. AR UUN A  , &HEEMA 
A N D  TH E M IG H T'S  PANDAVAS AVENGED ABHIMA/VWU BW KILLING THEM  
ALL IN  T H E  B A TTLE S  T H A T  FO LLO W ED A T  KURUKSHETRA  ...

... A N D  A&HIM ANW U'S BRAVERW IS REMEMBERED TILL  TH IS DAW,
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Abhimanyu

Abhimanyu, like a shooting star, illuminated the horizon of the great epic Mahabharata for a few heroic 
moments, and then vanished in a blaze of glory.

Abhimanyu's father was the great Pandava prince, Arjuna. His mother, Subhadra, was the sister of Lord 
Krishna. In spite of being surrounded by powerful personalities, Abhimanyu easily found his rightful place 
among the greatest of his time.

We know little about Abhimanyu's childhood except his lineage. His marriage to Uttara too was 
overshadowed by Arjuna's powerful presence. But it was in the battlefield of Kurukshetra that he truly came 
into his own and proved his mettle. His humility is seen in his complete obedience to Yudhisthira. His idealism 
comes through when he takes up the fatal assignment on the battlefield. And his unwavering courage shines 
out when he single-handedly confronts the enemy.

It took seven of the greatest warriors on the Kaurava side to vanquish the young lion that was Abhimanyu. 
Youth has seldom scaled such heights in any epic known to humankind.
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