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HIS FATHER, AQJUNA COULD NOT HELP LOWING HIM MORE THAN HIS OTHER.

RUTALAS!MISFORTUNE SOOIV BEFELL THE PANDAVAS WITH THEIR
COUSINS, THE KAURAVAS, PLOTTING AGAINST THEM.



THE KAURAVAS CARRIED OUT THEIR WICKED PLOT.

THE PANDAVAS SETOUT FOP THE FORESTS WITH THE SORPOIA/FUL
CITIZENS WHO HAD GATHERED TO BID THEM FAREWELL,IN ATTENDANCE.



ABHIMANVU A/AS A MERE CHILD WHEN THESE EVENTS TOOK PLACE. BUT
WAS WELL LOOKED AFTER fiV HIS MOTHER.

HE GREW UP TO BEA VALIANT VOUTH
AND KRISHNA'S FAVOURITE NEPHEW..

| SHALL FIGHT
THE KAURAVAS
AND WIN BACK
OUR KINGDOM

HE WAS LOVED AND ADMIRED
5V ALL WHO KNEW HIM.



MEANWHILE THIRTEEN WEARS HAD
PASSED, THE PANDAVAS WERE AT

THE COURX'OF KING VIRATA, IN DIS-

GUISE AND IN THE LAST WEAR OF
THEIR EXILE.

WHILE THEREYARAUNA HELPED
V/RATA'S SON UTTARA TO TRIUMPH

OVER A KAURAVA ATTACK.



MUDHISHTHIRA, 7XPO, G/H/f HIS ASSENT AND WO&D WAS SENT TO
KRISHNA TO BRING SUBHADRA AND ABHIMAN'SU AND THEIR KINSMEN TO
VIRATA'S KINGDOM.



THE WEDDING OF ABHtMANUU AND UTTARA WAS SOLEMNISED AMIDST GREAT
FEASTING AND REJOICING. IT WAS ATTENDED 5V A HOST OF FRIENDLW
KINGS OF NEIGHBOURING KINGDOMS.

AFTER THE WEDDING THE PANPAVAS HELD A COUNCIL.



AND IT WAS WAR BETWEEN THE PANDAVAS AND THE KAURAVAS - THE
TERRIBLE WAR OF THE MAHABHARATA -IN WHICH PRACTICALLY ALL THE
KINGS OF THOSE TIMES FOUGHT,AS ALLIES, ON ONE SIDE OR THE OTHER.

ABH/MAA/WU WHEN HE HEARD THIS CHARGED UPON BHEESHMA.



SOON OTHER WARRIORS CAME TO RELIEVE HIM AND BHEESHMA TURNED
HIS ATTENTION TO THEM. BUT THE FIRST DAU WAS A BAD O/VE FOR THE
PANDAVAS. THAT NIGHT -

ON THE SECOND DAW* THE KAURAVAS INTOXICATED BW THEIR EARLU
VICTORS, WERE OVER CONFIDENT AND CARELESS. TILL -

ANE? ™ e PANDAVAS WON THE DAW.

SO THE BATTLE WENTON, SOMETIMES FAVOURING THE PANDAVAS, SOME
TIMES THE KAURAVAS.



till ATLAST ON THE TENTH PAW BHEESHMA FELL,AT THE HANDS OF
ARdAUNA SHIELDED BW SHIhHANDI.

DRONA WAS MADE COMMANDER
OF THE KAURAVA ARMIES.

WITH
VOU AS
LEADER
WE CAN EASI-
LY/ DEFEAT
JWVUDHISHTHIRA
AND MIS
MIGHTV
ALLIES.

D BUT FAILED. THAT EVENING THE KAURAVAS HELD A SPECIAL
E.

WE CAN NEVER
\KE VUPHISHTHIRA
LONG AS ARUUNA



THE PLOW WAS SUCCESSFUL. ARAJUNA WAS DRAWN AWAW, AND DRONA
ATTACKED. THE ATTACK WAS SO FIERCE THAT THE PANPAVAS W ITH
ARdJUNA AWAH, WERE LOSING GROUND.



AT LAST WUDHISHTHIRA APPROACHED ABHIMANWU, PLACING THE BURDEN
ON HIS HOUNG SHOULDERS.



booocs's

... IDO NOT KNCW
,HOW TO COME OUT OF IT,
IIF TAM OVERPOWERED
AND IN DANGER.

BREAK THE
FORMATION
AND MAKE

WAV FOR ug

TO ENTER. WE

WILL FOLLOW
CLOSE UPON
VOUR HEELS

<AND PROTECT

VOU.



A&HIMAtWU COMMANDED H/S CHARIOTEER.



THEW REACHED DRONAS ARRAW W ITH THE PANDAVAS AND THEIR
ALLIES FOLLOWING CLOSE BEHIND.



THE HEROES FOUGHT ON AND THE TROOPS SLAUGHTERED ONE ANOTHER.

WHILE THE TERRIFYING BATTLE RAGED,ABH/MANYU, BREAKING THE
CIRCULAR ARRAY,ENTERED IT UNDER THE VERY NOSE OF DRONA .

BUTALAS FOR HIM, BEFORE THE PANDAVAS AND THEIR WARRIORS COULD
FOLLOW HIM, THE BREACH WAS EFFICIENTLY AND
EFFECTIVELY CLOSED BY JAYADRATHA.



BUTHEFOUGHT 6RAVELW AND FELLED THE KAURAVA WARRIORS,
COVERING THE EARTH WITH THEIR MUTILATED BODIES.

THE KAURAVA TROOPS TERRIFIED BW THIS ONSLAUGHT, TRIED TO FLEE ON
CHARIOTS AND ELEPHANTS FORSAKING THEIR WOUNDED KINSMEN AND

WHEN DURHODHANA SAW H/S ARMY BEING THUS ROUTED BY ABH/MAN-
VC/,HE WAS FURIOUS AND QUSHED TOWARDS H/M.



A GREA(\)T NtL_J‘!VIHBZER OF WARRIORS IMMEDIATELY (A/ENT TO PURWOPHANA'S

BUT A& HIMANWU WAS ENRAGEP WHEN HE FOUNP HIS PR12E TARGET

being snatchep aw aw. r ~



HE VENTED HIS ANGER ON THE WARRIORS WHO HAD PQCSTFCTFO
dugyodhana .

FORGETTING THE CODE OF WAR CONDUCT, AWVUM&ER OF WARRlORS
LED BY DRONA, JOINTLY ATTACKED YOUNG ABHIMANYU.

IT SEEMED IMPOSSIBLE TO CONTROL THEIR ADVANCES. BUT A SHOWER
OFARROWS FROM ABHIMANYU'S BOW HELD THEM.



ONE OF THE WARRIORS,ASMAKA ,RUSHED HIS CHARIOT AT GREAT
SPEED TOWARDS ABHIMA/VVU.

abhimanvu’s ARROW KILLED HIM. KARA/A THEN MADE A DASH TOWARDS
ABH/MA/WU.



ABHIMAM-fuU THEN WOUNDED SHAO/A SO BADLW THAT
THE GREAT WARRIOR COULD NOT EVEN MOVE FROM HIS SEAT.

SHALVA'S BROTHER RUSHED FORWARD. O/VESINGLE ARROW FROM
ABHIMANVU'S BOW ...
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.BROKE HIS CHARIOT TO PIECES.



SO GREAT WAS THE SKILL P/SPLAWED 6W A6H/MANWU THAT EVEN DPONA
WHO LEP THE ATTACK , ADM/PEP HIM.

DURWODHANA, WHO OVERHEARD THIS REMARK, BECAME

THE CHAR/OTS OF ABH/MANWU AND DUHSHASANA
MADE WOA/DERFUL MOVEMENTS AGAINST EACH OTHER.



VERW SOON, CXJHSHASANA FELL SENSELESS IN HIS CHARIOT, STRUCK
eu ONE OF ASHIMANWU'S ARROWS.

DUHSHASANA'S CHARIOTEER RUSHED AWAW FROM THE BATTLE SCENE
TO SAVE HIS MASTER.

/T WAS NOW KARNA'S TURN.HE SENT A SHOWER OF ARROWS.



THEM a11. AND SENTA FRESH SHOWER OF
AGH/MANWU INTERCEPTED ) ARROWS fN THE DIRECTION OF
KARNA.
u j *



KARNA, PRONA ANP> MANW OTHER RETREATING WARRIORS, NOW CAME
BACK TO SUPPORT LAKSHMANA IN HIS FIGHT.

SEEING THE DEAD BODV-OFH/S VOUNG SON, DUR'SODHANA WAS FURIOUS,



AT TH/S COMMAND OF DU&-/QDHANA, DRONA, KARNA A/VD THE OTHER
WARRIORS /&/ THE KAURAVA ARM'S MOUNTED A FRESH ATTACK ONABHtMANWU.



NOW HE JUMPED TO THE GROUND AND.



..WHIRLED HIS SWORD AND SHIELD.ALONE IN THE FIELD,
HE HELD HIS GROUND AGA/NST MAN'V WARRIORS.
SOON AN ARROW FROM DRONA ...AND AN ARROW FROM KARNA

&ROKE HIS SWORD... HIS SHIELD.



THUS ABHIMANWU IA/AS TOTALU-/ DISABLED. BUT UNDAUNTED. HE PICKED
UP THE WHEEL OF HIS CHARIOT...

...AND BEGAN WHIRLING IT AGAINST HIS UNFAIR AND UNJUST ENEMIES.
BUT HE IA/AS COMPLETED ENCIRCLED.



ARROWS FROM MAN'S BOWS CAMS WHIZZING FROM ALL DIRECTIONS.

AND SOON THE WHEEL LAW BROKEN TO PIECES.

ABHIMAA/VU THEN PICKED UP A MACE THAT WAS LW/NG ON THE FIELD.



PUHSHASANA’S SON CLOSED IN.

WHILE FIGHTING 6UT DUHSHASANA’'S SON WAS
BOTH FELL TO THE GROUND. THE FIRST TO GET UP.



AND BEFORE ABHIMANYV %ROUGHT THE MACE

WHEN THE M/GHTV HERO FELL, LIKE SAVAGES THE KAUQAVA

NOT ONE OF THEM, HOWEVER, OUTLIVED THE WAR.ARUUNA , &HEEMA
AND THE MIGHT'S PANDAVAS AVENGED ABHIMA/VWU BW KILLING THEM
ALL IN THE BATTLES THAT FOLLOWED AT KURUKSHETRA ...

...AND A&HIMANWU'S BRAVERW IS REMEMBERED TILL THIS DAW,
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Abhimanyu

Abhimanyu, like a shooting star, illuminated the horizon of the great epic Mahabharata for a few heroic
moments, and then vanished in a blaze of glory.

Abhimanyu's father was the great Pandava prince, Arjuna. His mother, Subhadra, was the sister of Lord
Krishna. In spite of being surrounded by powerful personalities, Abhimanyu easily found his rightful place
among the greatest of his time.

We know little about Abhimanyu's childhood except his lineage. His marriage to Uttara too was
overshadowed by Arjuna's powerful presence. But it was in the battlefield of Kurukshetra that he truly came
into his own and proved his mettle. His humility is seen in his complete obedience to Yudhisthira. His idealism
comes through when he takes up the fatal assignment on the battlefield. And his unwavering courage shines
out when he single-handedly confronts the enemy.

It took seven of the greatest warriors on the Kaurava side to vanquish the young lion that was Abhimanyu.
Youth has seldom scaled such heights in any epic known to humankind.

Editor: Anant Pai

Script: Kamala Chandrakant lllustrations: Pratap Mulick ~ Cover: Pratap Mulick

Related Titles
Mahabharata = Tales of Arjuna = Tales of Yudhisthira
Bheeshma « Kama = Drona < Draupadi
The Pandava Princes < Bheema and Hanuman

ISBN 81-7508-118-X

9 788175 081185

m
INDIA BOOK HOUSE



. 533 RS. 3G



